
 
 

Full Council 
Wednesday 21st February 

Member Questions 
 
 
Question to the Leader of the Council received from Councillor Charlotte 
Atkins 
 
Question 1:  What action is the SMDC taking to fulfil its statutory duty to 

protect Big Mill, a significant Grade 2 listed building situated on a 
key town centre gateway site? 

 
Response: Big Mill is a Grade II listed building prominently located in the Leek 

Conservation Area on Mill Street which is a key route into Leek from 
Macclesfield.  It was last used about 10 years ago and has stood empty 
ever since. It is owned by Green Gold Investments Limited, a Special 
Purpose Vehicle, set up specifically in relation to the delivery of the 
proposed conversion of The Big Mill building. 

 
A planning approval was granted for conversion of Big Mill in to 44 
apartments in 2005, as part of wider development of Big Mill, Shade 
Mill and the Wardle Davenport Mill. Although the Shade and Wardle 
Davenport Mills were both converted following the granting of consent, 
the subsequent economic downturn intervened and the development of 
Big Mill did not proceed. Discussions with the current owners have 
continued regarding these plans and pre-application advice is sought 
for the addition of 10 apartments and car parking provision to the 
development. 

 
A report was presented to the Council in April (resolution 2015/08E) set 
out the position regarding the obligations on local planning authorities 
regarding designated heritage assets in its area. This includes the 
obligation to consider using powers under the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 (“the Act”) to try and 
enforce their reasonable state of repair through the service of an 
Urgent Works Notice (the “Notice”). 
 
In accordance with the resolution, officers have commissioned a 
Conservation Accredited Architect to advise on the schedule of works. 
An approval from the Council is not sought to serve the Urgent Works 
Notice as the owner is in discussion with the officers regarding doing 
the work himself and have advised the Council recently of appointment 
of relevant contractors. 
 
Officers have also been in discussion with Historic England to access 
grant money to offset some of the irrecoverable costs incurred in the 
event of the Council having to undertake the repairs to the building. The 
owner has been kept informed of the work being undertaken by the 
Council and is aware of the cost of the work that is to be enforced. 
There have been reports of vandalism, theft and anti-social behaviour 



issues recently. The owner is aware and has taken steps to board up 
the broken windows, which there are many.  
 
Conversations are ongoing with Homes England for accessing the 
Home Building Fund to enable the owner to bring forward the delivery 
of residential development. 

 
Question to the Portfolio Holder for Planning, Development and Property 
received from Councillor Charlotte Atkins 
 
Question 2:  For which Leek car parks, if any, are long-term parking permits 

issued, in what numbers and at what cost to the users? 
 
Response:  See table below 
 

Car Park Name Permit Type Permit 

Cost 

Length Numbers 

Issued 

(2017/18) 

Smithfield North (permit 

holders only) 

Season Ticket £330 12 months 28 

Vicarage Road Season Ticket £50 12 months 94 

Buxton Road Season Ticket £200 12 months 0 

West Street, High Street 

and Joliffe Street 

Season Ticket £348 

£180 

£96 

12 months 

6 months 

3 months 

1 

0 

2 

 
Question to the Portfolio Holder for Planning, Development and Property 
received from Councillor Charlotte Atkins 
 
Question 3:  What consideration has SMDC given to issuing preferential car 

park permits for Leek residents unable to park in the streets where 
they live? 

 
Response:  The Council’s operating hours and charging periods for public car parks 

are 9.30am to 3.30pm, Monday to Saturday (excluding bank holidays).   
   
  These arrangements allow residents (and other users) the benefit of 

parking without charge on all Council car parks between the hours of 
3.30pm and 9.30am Monday to Saturday and all day on Sundays and 
Bank Holidays.   

 
  It is felt that these current arrangements support local residents, 

businesses and shoppers in Leek.  
 
  The responsibility for on-street parking falls in the remit of the 

Highways Authority, Staffordshire County Council, and residents that 
are experiencing difficultly parking (on-street) should report their 
concerns to the Transport Department at the County Council. 

 



 
Question to the Portfolio Holder for Planning, Development and Property 
received from Councillor Darren Price 
 
Question 4:  What is the annual revenue from all SMDC car parks in Leek?  
 
Response: 2016/17 - £356,558.07 
  

2017/18 - £400,962.44* 
*Based on actual income taken April to December and estimated 
income for January to March  

 
Question to the Portfolio Holder for Planning, Development and Property 
received from Councillor Darren Price 
 
Question 5:  What is the projected increase in revenue as a result of the 

proposed increase in car park charges (in Leek)? 
 
Response:  The projected increase in 2018/19 is approximately £65,000. 
 
Question to the Portfolio Holder for Planning, Development and Property 
received from Councillor Peter Wilkinson 
 
Question 6: What is the income and expenditure relating to Well Street long 

stay car park and could the bottom part of the car park be put to 
better use? 

 
Response: 2017/18 (Based on year end projection)  

Income  £20,139  
Expenditure  £22,888 (excluding Civil Enforcement) 

 
The Council is preparing options in respect of the potential introduction 
of Electric Charging Points in the Staffordshire Moorlands and Well 
Street may be considered as a location for this provision.  In addition, 
the Council also looking at possible coach parking options which could 
be considered in the future on Well Street car park. 
 
Although there is generally spare capacity on the car park, Well Street 
does provide an important overflow parking provision to manage peak 
demand during busy periods of the year.   


